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[1] General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean - GFCM
https://www.fao.org/gfcm/about/en/

46th session of the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM), 6-10
November 2023

https://www.fao.org/gfcm/meetings/info/en/c/1643782/

[2] While some of these measures are directed against vessels and individuals (e. g., lUU vessel
lists or the prohibition of subsidies), others target states, both parties and non-parties to the RFMO
(e. g., trade restrictions). Some are designed to encourage compliance, for example by providing
technical assistance and capacity building, making records of non-compliance publicly available on
RFMO websites, or requiring a catch documentation scheme. Other follow-up measures, such as
restricting trade in seafood products or reducing quota allocations, are designed to sanction the IUU
fishing activities.

[3] Scovazzi, T., and Vezzani, S. (2023) Legal opinion on compliance and corrective
measures in the GFCM system. https://ejfoundation.org/reports/legal-opinion-on-
compliance-and-corrective-measures-in-the-gfcm-system

Professor Tullio Scovazzi, retired; former professor of international law in the
Universities of Parma, Genoa, Milan and Milan-Bicocca, Italy.

Professor Simone Vezzani, associate professor of international and European Union
law, University of Perugia, Italy.

[4] GFCM Compliance Committee (CoC) - 16th session, 5 May 2023
Main page:

https://www.fao.org/gfcm/statutory-meetings/detail/en/c/1651708/

Download full report:

https://gfcm.sharepoint.com/CoC/Report/Forms/Allltems.aspx?id=%2F CoC%2FReport
%2F2023%2F Ses%2FCoC%5F16%5F2023%5FReport%2De%2Epdf&parent=%2FCoC
%2FReport%2F2023%2F Ses&p=true&ga=1

[5] Briefing on the legal analysis: The legal case for an effective GFCM compliance
mechanism

ClientEarth, Environmental Justice Foundation and Oceana, October 2023.

http://www.medseaalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Legal-analysis-GFCM-
Policy-Brief-EN.pdf

“The legal opinion addresses, inter alia, whether the GFCM has the competence to
impose corrective measures in cases of non-compliance, which types of measures



could be adopted in accordance with relevant international law obligations, and how to
tackle potential conflicts of norms."”

“It can therefore be concluded that the lack of a compliance mechanism at present is
rather a question of political will and not of legal feasibility.”

[6] FAO: The State of the Mediterranean and Black Sea,Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations Rome, 2022: 2022
https://www.fao.orqg/3/cc3370en/cc3370en.pdf

[7] MedFish4Ever Call to Action by the Med Sea Alliance

https://www.medseaalliance.org/med-sea-alliance-medfish4ever-call-to-action

Press release: MedFish4Ever Summit: NGOs Call on Fisheries Ministers to Take Action
to End lllegal Bottom Trawling in Mediterranean

https://www.medseaalliance.org/2023/10/03/medfish4ever-summit-ngos-call-on-
fisheries-ministers-to-take-action-to-end-illegal-bottom-trawling-in-mediterranean/




